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World leaders 

“We have abolished the death penalty, but if the people want it, we can always retrace our 
steps and reintroduce it,” Turkish President Erdogan said in an interview with CNN. Whether 
we are dealing with Brexit or the death penalty, in a democracy the will of the people must 
be respected, and the Turkish people call out for the death penalty as ancient Romans did to 
the emperor in the Coliseum after the battle of gladiators. Befehl is befehl (a command is a 
command), and thus it costs Erdogan little effort to make his words sound like a kind of 
excuse. 

Of course, he is going to ignore his own role entirely. That he was considering the 
reintroduction of the death penalty in 2012 and this position was a point in his election 
campaign is something that most people have long forgotten, but it fits very much the 
philosophy of an efficient state headed by a supreme leader or, as he puts it, a basyüce. 

On the internet I see pictures of men (I do not know whether it’s the coup plotters) piled 
naked in a gym and in an animal stall. A pig stall, according to Facebook, but in an Islamic 
country this seems unlikely. There is a film clip of men who have been tortured. To feed the 
anger of the people and to inflict humiliation, offenders are sent in their underwear into the 
street. Spat upon, beaten, raped with batons, and restrained, according to what I read in a 
report by Amnesty International. 

It’s easy to focus on Erdogan, to say that a great leader would forgive his enemies and 
should approach them with understanding, but politically something is amiss all over the 
world. For example, the Philippine president Duterte is considering the reintroduction of 
capital punishment and promised to act like a dictator against everything that is wrong. In 
America, we see the emergence of Donald Trump, and in Europe the established political 
order, in a time of attacks and violence, is fighting against the growing power of parties like 
the National Front (France), the Freedom Party (the Netherlands) and so on. 

The rise of demagogues and populists is an inevitable trend that always resurfaces when the 
voices of the past become silent. Once the last survivors of the black pages of our history 
are gone, the time becomes ripe for a new world war. Politicians who know that people 
fueled by fear and frustration vote out of panic emerge like mushrooms from the ground. 
Representatives who present themselves in principle as saviors or lofty leaders in retrospect 
always turn out to be idiots. 
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